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is given by llamas wami Raju in his Indian
Fables.
A Rajah asked his Dewan if he believed in luck.
" I do," replied the Dewan.
" Can you prove it ?" said the Rajah.
" I believe I can," was the reply.
The Dewan attached a parcel to a cord and
hung it to the ceiling of a room in the palace.
The parcel contained peas mixed with diamonds.
He picked out two men. One of them believed
in luck and never troubled to exert himself or to
do any work that was not forced upon him. The
other discredited luck and pinned his faith to
human effort. They were asked to pass the night
in the room? and on the following morning they
would be rewarded for their compliance with the
Rajah's wishes.
The man who believed in luck wrapped himself
in his blanket and laid himself down to sleep. The
other took a look round the room and discovered
the packet. He was filled with curiosity as to its
contents and never rested till he had pulled it
down. There was not light enough to examine
the contents very closely. As far as he could
judge from the feel of them, he concluded that the
substances contained in the bag were peas and